
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Ryan and Jessica 

Woodsô Ministry 
Is a Core Community Emerging? 

On Friday night May 21st we invited about 35 people to our 

home to talk about planting a downtown church. In the end 

18 adults gathered together to eat, worship, and discuss what 

and how a downtown church might emerge. We loved seeing 

six different denominations present, a wide age spread, and a 

range of people from believer to new believer to not-yet 

believer. Not everyone who attended was committed on any 

level to planting a church with us. This gathering was not a 

gathering of core team members, rather it emerged out of our 

realization that conversations kept happening surrounding 

this idea of a new downtown movement. So many 

conversations had happened that we felt it was time to get all 

the individuals together to see what, in fact, was emerging. 

Nothing solid emerged from this first gathering. If anything 

it was the birth of a new set of conversations, it was a 

challenge for some who gathered to think in a new direction, 

and honestly it was an opportunity for some to realize that 

this was not something they want to be a part of! 

Here is the part I want you to celebrate with me. Seven 

months ago I asked my prayer team to pray for partners for 

Jessica and I. We made a bold and determined decision that 

we would not plant a church alone. The burdens were too 

heavy, life was too messy, and we were unwilling to go it 

alone. In the seven months following God has surrounded us 

by a cloud of people. Some will work with us, some will work 

beside us, and some will not be heard from again. Either way 

we are at peace knowing that God is moving, he is drawing 

together a group of people who will live and die for this 

downtown community with us! And that is something to be 

excited about! Our prayer is for God to gather an initial 

group of 30 adults who will live on mission with us for our 

neighborhood. Will you pray this with us? 

 

Innovation process  
As you can read about in Aprilõs newsletter, I have been 

leading the Renovatus church through a process of 

innovation over the last two months  (though it will 

continue well past my transition to the daughter church 

plant) . Essentially it is a time to ask lots of questions, 

reflect, and identify the life -producing things that have 

been true of Renovatus as a whole. After interviewing 

nearly fifty people we were excited to see some themes 

emerge. I would like to share with you some of the 

themes that have been true of Renovatus, some of the 

specific ways that God has been moving amongst us, and 

hopefully the areas that we will continue to build on in 

the future year. Will you celebrate with us the following 

list of themes, as they represent the bigger story of what 

God has been doing in and through Renovatus! 

Individual Transformation : as Christ followers we 
are in a constant place of transformation 

Acceptance & Dignity : every single person is valued 
Communal Growth : we invite friends, we plant 

churches, and we send people 
Creativity and Variety : as a whole we are not static 

Ownership : service opportunities and spiritual 
giftedness are two areas that bring individual 

ownership of Renovatus 
Caring: we take ownership of each other 

 

 

τJune  2010 

Financial Partnership 
God has always provided for our family. Since Renovatus began he has always provided a way for us to pay our bills, to provide 

for our family, and to follow through with what he asks of us. He has done that through a generous partnership with many of 

you. Today we continue to pray for God to raise up more financial partners in our ministry. I must admit that we are different. 

You would be supporting the creation of a new type of church, you would be supporting a full time minister at an out-of-the-box 

Renovatus church, we spend more time with those who do not know Jesus than those who doéwhen it comes to ministry we 

look and act different than what we are used to. But we wholeheartedly believe there are those of you out there that want to be a 

part of something fresh, something that is still in creation, something different. Will you please prayerfully consider being one of 

our financial partners? Details on how to partner with us are included on page three of this newsletter. 
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